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	Swedish Environmental Management Council
	Version
	4.2
	DATE
	2011-12-20

	
	procurement 
criteria 
	Textiles and leather

	
	scope
	Textiles and leather for clothing, interiors, etc.

	
	To ensure that you are using the latest version of this document, visit www.msr.se/kriterier/textil. More information on the Environmental Management Council's procurement criteria is also available there. Questions concerning this document can be answered by the Environmental Management Council help desk: helpdesk@msr.se

	The Swedish Environmental Management Council's procurement criteria for textiles and leather.

	
	


Set requirements for a sustainable future
The textile industry is a chemical-intensive sector. Chemicals are used throughout the manufacturing process, from process chemicals used in fibre production, bleaching, dying, etc. to chemicals added to finished products to give them a certain property, such as flame retardant treatments and waterproofing.
Chemical use does not only have the potential to affect the working environment and the external environment during manufacturing, however. It can also have an impact after manufacturing, as finished products may contain substances that may pose health or environmental hazards. A focus on the problems associated with chemicals in the textile industry has resulted in legislative regulations (REACH) as well as voluntary initiatives such as various ecolabelling systems.
Working conditions in the textile industry have, in certain cases, proven to not live up to the basic stipulations established by the core conventions of the International Labour Organisation (ILO). Because of this, several organizations have begun to set requirements on social conditions in procurements and agreements with suppliers.
The Swedish Environmental Management Council's criteria for textiles has been prepared by an expert group comprised of representatives from the industry, procurers, authorities, trade organizations and interest groups, and contain suggestions for procurement requirements to help procurers set requirements for the procurement of environmentally appropriate textiles.
	Environmental  CONSIDERATIONS
	Aim when procuring
	Requirements found in

	Use of chemicals
	Set requirements that the textiles are free from chemical substances that are hazardous to health and the environment. Set requirements concerning environmentally appropriate production of the textiles.
	B.1, B.2, B.3, B.4, B.5, B.6, B.7, B.8, C.1, C.2, C.3

	Water use
	Set requirements concerning the conditions of cotton cultivation, either environmentally appropriate or organic. 
	C.2, C.3

	Social consideration 
	Aim when procuring
	Requirements found in

	Production under substandard working conditions.
	Set requirements on basic working conditions during the manufacturing process.
	D.1


Scope
These criteria are intended for the procurement of clothing (work clothing, etc.), leather goods and textiles used in bedding, interior furnishings, handicrafts, hobbies, etc. Textiles used in toys are not covered by these criteria. Special criteria are in place for textile care and service procurements.
How to use the criteria 
This document consists of criteria with accompanying suggestions for verification as well as motives to the criteria. Criteria are divided into three levels: basic, advanced and spearhead requirements and are divided into qualification criteria, technical specification, award criteria and contract performance clause. Consider what needs your organization has and on what level you want to set environmental requirements. By using the criteria your organization contributes to a sustainable future!

On our webpage there is more information on how to use the criteria. If you have questions about this document you can contact our helpdesk, helpdesk@msr.se. 

Subject matter of the contract
By using the following headline for your tender you signal that environmental performance is an important part of the contract: “Sustainable textiles and leather”.
Overview of requirement levels
	Criteria
	Basic
	Advanced
	Leading-edge

	B.1
	x
	x
	

	B.2
	x
	
	

	B.3
	
	x
	

	B.4
	x
	
	

	B.5
	x
	
	

	B.6
	x
	
	

	B.7
	
	x
	

	B.8
	x
	
	

	C.1
	
	x
	

	C.2
	
	x
	

	C.3
	
	
	x

	C.4
	
	x
	

	D.1
	x
	
	


Legislation
The Swedish Environmental Management Council develops sustainable requirements that go beyond current legislation. Therefore, this document does not contain any requirements on legislation level. 
You can read more about legislation on our webpage (in Swedish). 
Associated documents
The following associated documents can be obtained from www.msr.se/kriterier/textil:
· Background document
· Motive document 
· Reply form
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A.    Qualification criteria
No qualification criteria suggested.  
B.    Technical specifications
B.1.    Colouring agents
Basic requirements
The colouring agents listed in Appendix 1 are potentially allergenic and shall not occur in the offered products in amounts higher than 50 mg/kg.
Proposal for verification
· Certificate that verify the requirements, e.g. Öko-tex 100, Nordic Ecolabel, EU-Ecolabel, Bra Miljöval (Good Environmental Choise), GOTS, Blue Sign. (See appendix 2 for examples of verification and version number), or
· Supplier declaration or technical documentation verifying that the requirement has been met. 
Advanced requirements (used together with the basic requirement)
The following colouring agents shall not occur in the offered products in amounts higher than 50 mg/kg.
	Substance
	CAS no

	C. I. Direct Brown 95
	16071-86-6

	C.I. Direct Black 38
	1937-37-7

	C.I. Disperse Blue 1
	2475-45-8

	C.I. Direct Blue 6
	25180-39-6

	C.I. Acid Red 26
	3761-53-3

	C.I. Basic Red 9
	569-61-9

	C.I. Direct Red 28
	573-58-0

	C.I. Basic Violet 14
	632-99-5

	C.I. Disperse Orange 11
	82-28-0

	C.I. Disperse Orange 149
	85136-74-9


Proposal for verification
· Certificate that verifies the requirements, e.g. Öko-tex 100, Nordic Ecolabel, EU-Ecolabel, Bra Miljöval (Good Environmental Choise), GOTS, Blue Sign. (See appendix 2 for examples of verification and version number), or
· Supplier declaration or technical documentation verifying that the requirement has been met. 
B.2.    Flame retardants
Basic requirements
The following flame retardants shall not have been used in the offered products (amounts over 1 mg/kg are not accepted):
	Substance
	CAS no

	decaBDE
	1163-19-5

	HBCDD
	25637-99-4


Proposal for verification
· Certificate that verifies the requirements, e.g. Öko-tex 100, Nordic Ecolabel, EU-Ecolabel, Bra Miljöval (Good Environmental Choise), Blue Sign. (See appendix 2 for examples of verification and version number), or
· Supplier declaration or technical documentation verifying that the requirement has been met.
B.3.    Alkylphenol ethoxylates (APE)
Advanced requirements
Alkylphenol ethoxylates shall not occur in the offered products in amounts higher than 
100 mg/kg. 
Proposal for verification
· Certificate that verifies the requirements, e.g. Nordic Ecolabel, EU-Ecolabel, Bra Miljöval (Good Environmental Choise), GOTS, Blue Sign. (See appendix 2 for examples of verification and version number), or
· Supplier declaration or technical documentation verifying that the requirement has been met. 
B.4.    Perfluorinated substances
Basic requirements
PFOA (perfluorooctanoic acid CAS no. 335-67-1) shall not occur in the offered products in amounts larger than 0.1 mg/kg or 0.1 weight/weight %.
Proposal for verification
· Certificate that verifies the requirements, e.g. Öko-tex 100, Nordic Ecolabel, EU-Ecolabel, Bra Miljöval (Good Environmental Choise), GOTS, Blue Sign. (See appendix 2 for examples of verification and version number), or
· Supplier declaration or technical documentation verifying that the requirement has been met. 
B.5.    Formaldehyde
Basic requirements
The amount of formaldehyde (CAS no. 50-00-0) shall not exceed the following levels:
· 20 ppm in products intended for children under two years of age 
· 75 ppm for formaldehyde in textiles that come into direct contact with the skin
· 300 ppm for other products
Proposal for verification
· Certificate that verifies the requirements, e.g. Öko-tex 100, Nordic Ecolabel, EU-Ecolabel, Bra Miljöval (Good Environmental Choise), GOTS, Blue Sign. (See appendix 2 for examples of verification and version number), or
· Supplier declaration or technical documentation verifying that the requirement has been met. 
B.6.    Softening agents
basic requirements
For offered products that are intended to be used for children, the sum of the following substances shall not exceed 0.1 weight/weight %: DINP, DIDP, DNOP, DEHP, DBP, BBP, DIBP, DIHP, DHNUP (see table below).
For offered products that are intended to be used in applications other than for children, the sum of the following substances shall not exceed 0.1 weight/weight %: DEHP, BBP, DBP, diisobutyl phthalate (DIDP), DIHP, DHNUP (see table below).
	Substance
	CAS no

	Diisononyl phthalate (DINP)
	28553-12-0 and 68515-48-0

	Diisodecyl phthalate (DIDP)
	26761-40-0 and 68515-49-1

	Di-n-octylphthalate (DNOP)
	117-84-0

	Di(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP)
	117-81-7

	Dibutyl phthalate (DBP)
	84-74-2

	Diisodecyl phthalate (DIDP)
	84-69-5

	Benzyl butyl phthalate (BBP)
	85-68-7

	Diisoheptylftalat (DIHP)
	71888-89-6

	Di(heptyl, nonyl, undecyl) phthalate (DHNUP)
	68515-42-4


Proposal for verification
· Certificate that verifies the requirements, e.g. Bra Miljöval (Good Environmental Choise), Blue Sign. (See appendix 2 for examples of verification and version number), or
· Supplier declaration or technical documentation verifying that the requirement has been met. 
B.7.    Antibacterial substances
Advanced requirements 
Offered products shall not contain the following substances (maximum content 0.1 mg/kg)
	Substance
	CAS no

	Triclosan
	3380-34-5

	Silver added to serve an antibacterial function:
	

	
	Silver (metallic)
	7440-22-4

	
	Silver chloride
	7783-90-6

	
	Silver sodium hydrogen zirconium phosphate
	422-570-3

	
	Silver-zinc-aluminium-boron-phosphate glass
	398477-47-9

	
	Silver zeolite complex
	-


Proposal for verification
· Certificate that verifies the requirements, e.g. Bra Miljöval (Good Environmental Choise). (See appendix 2 for examples of verification and version number), or
· Supplier declaration or technical documentation verifying that the requirement has been met.
B.8.    Metal contents in pre-treated leather and skins
Basic requirements
Offered products shall meet the following requirements as regards residues of the following metals:
	Substance
	CAS no
	Requirements

	Chromium (VI)
	18540-29-9
	Mean concentration no more than 3 ppm (Test report with analysis in accordance with: CEN/TS 14495 or similar)

	Arsenic
	7440-38-2
	No residue concentration (detection limit 100 pm, Test report with analysis in accordance with: 
CEN TC 309 WI 065 - 4.3 or similar)

	Cadmium
	7440-43-9
	No residue concentration (detection limit 100 pm, Test report with analysis in accordance with: 
CEN TC 309 WI 065 - 4.3 or similar)

	Lead
	7439-92-1
	No residue concentration (detection limit 100 pm, Test report with analysis in accordance with: 
CEN TC 309 WI 065 - 4.3 or similar)


Proposal for verification
· Certificate that verifies the requirements, e.g. Öko-tex 100, Nordic Ecolabel, EU-Ecolabel, Bra Miljöval (Good Environmental Choise), GOTS, Blue Sign. (See appendix 2 for examples of verification and version number), or
· Supplier declaration or technical documentation verifying that the requirement has been met. 
C.    Award criteria
C.1.    Environmentally appropriate textile fibres
Advanced requirements (used together with mandatory requirements)
Do the textile fibres in the offered products meet the following criteria (in accordance with the EU Ecolabel
)? In appendix 4 you will find an extract from the EU Ecolabel criteria.
This requirement applies if the product contains more than 5 weight/weight percent of each fibre type in relation to the total weight of the textile fibres in the product.
· Acrylic (criterion 1)
· Cotton and other natural cellulose fibres (including kapok) (criterion 2). Organically produced products will be considered to automatically meet the criteria
· Elastane (criterion 3)
· Flax and other bast fibres (includes hemp, jute and ramie) (criterion 4)
· Unprocessed wool and other ceratin fibres (includes sheep, camel, alpaca and goat wool) (criterion 5)
· Reclaimed cellulose fibres (includes viscose, lyocell, acetate, cupro, tracetate) (criterion 6)
· Polyamide (criterion 7)
· Polyester (criterion 8)
· Polypropylene (criterion 9)
Proposal for verification
· Certificate that verifies the requirements, e.g. Nordic Ecolabel, EU-Ecolabel (See appendix 2 for examples of verification and version number), or
· Supplier declaration or technical documentation verifying that the requirement has been met. 
C.2.    Environmentally appropriate cotton production
Advanced requirements (used together with mandatory requirements)
Has the cotton been produced in accordance with the criteria in BCI Production Principles & Criteria 2.0
 or Fairtrade International Generic Fairtrade Standards for Small Producers' Organizations
 or a similar initiative aimed at reducing chemical use and water consumption during cotton cultivation?
Proposal for verification
· Certificate that verify the requirements, e.g. Nordic Ecolabel, EU-Ecolabel, Bra Miljöval (Good Environmental Choice), GOTS. (See appendix 2 for examples of verification and version number), or
· Supplier declaration or similar documentation demonstrating that the cotton was produced in accordance with the BCI criteria. If the cotton meets another similar initiative, documentation demonstrating this must be available. 
C.3.    organic production of natural plant-based fibres
Spearhead requirements (if this requirement is used, remove C.2)
Do the natural fibres included in the product comply with one of the programmes certified by IFOAM
 and have been certified by a validation authority within EU or one of the validating authorities that have been approved as being equivalent to an EU authority
, according to regulation 834/2007/EC concerning ecological production?
Proposal for verification
· Certificate that verify the requirements, e.g. Nordic Ecolabel, EU-Ecolabel, Bra Miljöval (Good Environmental Choice), GOTS. (See appendix 2 for examples of verification and version number), or
· Supplier declaration or similar documentation demonstrating that the products were produced in accordance with the criteria.
C.4.    Environmentally appropriate leather and skins
Advanced requirements (used together with B.8.)
Do the skins and leather in the offered products comply with the Nordic Ecolabel for leather and skins (version 3.5, criteria K4 through K12)?
Proposal for verification
· Certificate that verify the requirements, e.g. Nordic Ecolabel. (See appendix 2 for examples of verification and version number), or
· Supplier declaration or technical documentation verifying that the requirement has been met. 
D.    Contract performance clause
D.1.    Social responsible PRODUCTION OF textiles
Basic requirements
The supplier shall have procedures for the manufacturing of the products, which are delivered during the contract period, are produced under conditions that are compliant with fundamental working conditions in the supply chain. In cases where there is a divergence between national and international regulation, the highest standard shall be applied. The products, which are delivered, shall be produced under conditions that are compliant with: 

· ILO's eight core conventions no. 29, 87, 98, 100, 105, 111, 138, 182,

· The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 32,

· the occupational safety and the health and safety legislation in force in the country of manufacture,

· the labour laws, including legislation on minimum wage and social insurance in force in the country of manufacture.

During the contract period the assigner has the right to observe, control and report about the suppliers follow-up concerning the social contract terms.

The supplier shall, without request, at the latest 3 months after contract start deliver answers from the questionnaire which is appended, about the suppliers fulfillments of the social requests in the supply chain [attach follow up templates].

If discrepancy is discovered, the supplier shall within the time we decide take measures for improvements according to an action plan. If measures aren’t taken this will be seen as the supplier severely has departed against the contract and the assigner can cancel the contract.
Proposal for verification during follow up
· Reporting according to follow-up template in appendix.  

Questionnaire can be found here.

Text explaining the questionnaire can be found here.  

For more information , visit the CSR Conpass, www.csrkompassen.se (in Swedish only). References can be given to possible SA 8000 certification, Fairtrade certification or working in accordance with Business Social Compliance Initiative (BSCI), ISO 26000 or similar. 

Future criteria
The following issues were discussed while preparing these criteria, but have not been included in this version. These issues will be dealt with in the next update.
· Additional categories of chemical substances
· Animal care
· Requirements on recycled materials
Version history
Version 1.0 2003
Original version.
Version 2.0 2003-03-04
Review in connection with the Swedish Environmental Management Council taking over the EKU tool.
Version 3.0 2006-03-07
Revision, levels introduced.
Version 3.1 2007-11-16
Information about REACH was added. New layout.
Version 3.2 2008-03-27
Clarification regarding the application of the criteria on shoes
Version 4.0 2011-01-27
Extensive revision
Version 4.1 2011-05-27
New formulation in D.1. Social responsible production according to the Swedish Environmental Management Council’s guidelines.

Appendix 4 was added to clarify the criteria in C.1.

“Generic Fairtrade Standards For Small Producers' Organizations” was added as an example of criteria for environmentally friendly cotton production in C.2. 
Version 4.2 2011-12-20
Change in criteria B.5 (from 70 to 75 ppm for formaldehyde in textiles that come into direct contact with the skin). Addition of criteria in B.6 (softening agents), after more phthalates (DIHP and DHNUP) have been added to the candidate list in REACH. Clarifying suggestions for verification.
Appendix 1 Potential allergenic colouring agents

	Name
	CAS no

	C.I. Disperse Blue 3
	2475-46-9

	C.I. Disperse Blue 7
	3179-90-6

	C.I. Disperse Blue 26
	3860-63-7

	C.I. Disperse Blue 35
	12222-75-2

	C.I. Disperse Blue 102
	12222-97-8

	C.I. Disperse Blue 106
	12223-01-7

	C.I. Disperse Blue 124
	61951-51-7

	C. I. Disperse Brown 1
	23355-64-8

	C.I. Disperse Orange 1
	2581-69-3

	C.I. Disperse Orange 3
	730-40-5

	C.I. Disperse Orange 37/76
	13301-61-6

	C.I. Disperse Red 1
	2872-52-8

	C.I. Disperse Red 11
	2872-48-2

	C.I. Disperse Red 17
	3179-89-3

	C. I. Disperse Yellow 1
	119-15-3

	C. I. Disperse Yellow 9
	6373-73-5

	C. I. Disperse Yellow 39
	12236-29-2

	C. I. Disperse Yellow 49
	54824-37-2


Appendix 2 Examples of verification of environmental requirements in the criteria document
The supplier declaration can be used to verify that the set requirements have been met. During follow-up, the supplier must be able to prove that the requirements have been met by technical documentation, etc. The requirements can also be verified through certification or other documentation demonstrating that the criteria for requirements such as ecolabelling have been met. Below are examples of several ecolabels or certificates commonly found on the market, as well as their conformity to requirements in this criteria document. Note that this table is an interpretation of the various ecolabel criteria and should not be used as grounds for exemption during procurement.
If certification is not sufficient alone as verification, it can be supplemented with other documentation. Similar documentation that is not listed here can also be used as verification.
	Requirements in criteria document
	Example of verification (B = meets basic requirement, A = meets advanced requirement, S = meets spearhead requirement)

	
	Oeko-Tex 100

	Swan

	EU Ecolabel

	Bra Miljöval ("Good Environmental Choice")

	GOTS

	Blue Sign


	B.1 Allergenic colouring agents
	B+A
	B+A
	B+A
	B+A
	B+A
	-

	B.2 Flame retardants
	B
	B
	B
	B
	-
	B

	B.3 Alkylphenol ethoxylates
	-
	A
	A
	A
	A
	A

	B.4 Perfluorinated substances
	B
	B
	B
	B
	B
	B

	B.5 Formaldehyde
	B
	B
	B
	B
	B
	B

	B.6 Softening agents
	-
	-
	-
	B
	-
	B

	B.7. Biocides
	-
	-
	-
	A
	-
	-

	B.8. Metal contents in pre-treated leather and skins
	B
	B
	B
	B
	B
	B

	C.1. Environmentally appropriate textile fibres
	-
	B
	B
	-
	-
	-

	C.2 Environmentally appropriate cotton production
	-
	A
	A
	A
	A
	-

	C.3 Organic production of plant-based textile fibres
	-
	S
	S
	S
	S
	-

	C.4. Environmentally appropriate leather and skins
	-
	S
	-
	-
	-
	-

	D.1. Social responsibility
	-
	-
	-
	-
	B
	-


Appendix 3 contract performance clauses for social responsibility
International conventions
	Area
	Convention
	Comments

	1. Child labour
	The UN's Convention on the Rights of the Child, article 32. Protection against economic exploitation.
	

	
	ILO 138 (minimum employment age)
ILO 182 (prohibition against child labour)
	Core conventions

	2. Forced labour
	ILO 29 (prohibition against forced labour and compulsory labour)
ILO 105 (abolition of forced labour)
	Core conventions

	3. Discrimination
	ILO 100 (same pay for same work regardless of gender)
ILO111 (discrimination in employment and occupation)
	Core conventions

	4. Freedom of association
	ILO 87 (freedom of association and right to organise)
ILO 98 (right to organise and collective bargaining right)
	Core conventions

	5. Working environment
	ILO 170 (safety in the use of chemicals at work)
ILO 155 (occupational health and safety)
	Not part of core conventions


Definitions
1. Child labour in violation of national legislation and international conventions is prohibited (ILO 138, ILO 182 and the UN's Convention on the Rights of the Child)
"Child labour" refers to all financial activity conducted by a person of compulsory school age or younger.
a. Children under 18 years of age shall not perform any type of work that puts the child's safety and/or physical or psychological health in danger.
b. Children under 15 years of age (or the age specified in national legislation) shall not perform any type of work that obstructs or damages their potential for development.
2. Forced labour is prohibited (ILO core conventions 29 and 105)
"Forced labour" refers to labour or services that are performed under the threat of punishment or similar, and which are not performed on a voluntary basis. 
a. Forced labour or non-voluntary labour of any form is prohibited, 
b. Employees are free to terminate their employment under a reasonable period of notice.
3. Discrimination is prohibited (ILO core conventions 100 and 111)
"Discrimination" refers to distinctions made by employers that are not based on merits or qualities, but are instead based on special treatment on non-objective grounds. 
a. Employees shall not be discriminated against due to gender, ethnicity, religious or political views, sexual orientation or disability.
4. Freedom of association and collective bargaining rights shall be respected (ILO core conventions 87 and 98)
"Freedom of association" and "collective bargaining rights" refer to formalized and/or non-formalized cooperations to promote and defend one's own interests in working life and in relations between employees and employers.
a. Employees and employers have the right to organize and join organizations they themselves wish to participate in, and to conduct collective bargaining.
b. All participation in such organizations shall be entirely without reprisal and shall not entail any other form of disadvantage for the employee.
5. The working environment shall be safe and hygienic (ILO 155 and 170)
A "safe and hygienic working environment" refers to the right of the employee, when he or she is in a place that the employer has direct or indirect control over, to be guaranteed freedom or protection from conditions that can pose a risk to the employee's physical and/or mental health.
a. The employer shall, as far as possible, ensure that the use of chemical products is sufficiently monitored so as to ensure that the health of employees is not placed at risk. 
b. The employer shall, as far as possible, ensure that the workplace, machinery, equipment and processes under their control are safe and without risk to health, and that the employees have access to protective clothing and other protective equipment where necessary.
c. The employer shall have procedures in place for handling emergency situations and accidents, and ensure that emergency exits are kept clear and that firefighting equipment and first aid supplies are available.
� Commission Decision of 9 July 2009 establishing ecological criteria for the award of Community Ecolabel for textile products


�Better Cotton Initiative, criteria are available at www.bettercotton.org


� Kriterierna finns tillgängliga på www.fairtrade.net


� International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements, http://www.ifoam.org/


� Validation authority in compliance with ISO 65


� Commission Decision establishing ecological criteria for the award of Community Ecolabel for textile products (2009/567/EG)


� Edition 04/2010 (or later), www.oeko-tex.com


� Version 3.5, www.svanen.nu


� 2009/567/EC, ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/


� 1996/2006, www.naturskyddsforeningen.se, B = Bra beredning ("Good preparation", F= Bra fibrer ("Good fibres")


� Version 2.0, www.global-standard.org


� Substances list version 2.3, www.bluesign.com
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