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	procurement 
criteria 
	Furniture

	
	scope
	Furniture used in offices, health care facilities, schools and public institutions.

	
	To ensure that you are using the latest version of this document, please visit www.msr.se/en/green_procurement/criteria/mobler. More information on the Environmental Management Council's procurement criteria is also available there. Questions concerning this document can be answered by the Environmental Management Council help desk: helpdesk@msr.se

	Swedish Environmental Management Council procurement criteria for furniture.

	
	


Introduction
Furniture is often composed of many different types of materials. These may include wood, wood fibre boards, metals, plastics, leather/skins, padding materials, textiles and glass. Many materials and treatments contain substances that are hazardous to the environment or health, or which entail substantial chemical use or emissions during production. Furniture with a short service life burdens the environment because it is thrown away after a short period of time and then must be replaced.
	Environmental ASPECTS
	Aim when procuring
	Requirements found in

	Use of hazardous materials
	Set requirements that the furniture not contain any substances that are hazardous to the environment or health.
	B.1. Flame retardants, B.2. Adhesives, B.3. Surface treatments, B.4. Textiles and leather, C.1. Environmentally adapted products

	Use of renewable resources
	Set requirements on raw materials from the forest
Set requirements concerning recycling on ingoing materials.
Set requirements on the service life of the furniture and the availability of replacement parts.
	Raw materials from the forest will be included in the criteria when the Swedish Environmental Management Council guidelines for procurement of forest raw materials are ready.
B.5. Recycling, 
B.6. Availability of replacement parts, C.1. Environmentally adapted products

	Use of non-renewable resources
	Set requirements concerning recycling on ingoing materials.
Set requirements on the service life of the furniture and the availability of replacement parts.
	B.5. Recycling, 
B.6. Availability of replacement parts, C.1. Environmentally adapted products

	Greenhouse gas emissions
	Request documentation from the supplier concerning the product's carbon footprint from a lifecycle perspective.
	C.2. Carbon footprint


Scope
Furniture used in offices, health care facilities, schools and public institutions. In this version of the criteria, no requirements have been presented for forest raw materials. These requirements will be added when the Swedish Environmental Management Council's guidelines for forest raw materials are ready.
This is how the criteria in the document are used
The criteria in this document were developed after broad consultation with various interest groups and with a unified perspective from the environmental point of view. The purpose is to assist procuring organisations in imposing relevant environmental requirements for this type of product.
The document is not intended to be used as a ready-made attachment that can be sent out together with tender documentation. Instead, choose the criterion or the criteria/levels that suit your requirements and your objectives.
An award criterion can possibly be made into a mandatory requirement or vice versa, if this is desirable (however, be aware of the effects this can have on the market). Users must adapt the layout and text, etc. to their own formats and delete those portions of the document that are not relevant for inclusion in tender documentation. 
It is also important to indicate how the tenderer should respond to the criteria and what verification (certification) should be submitted (possibly your own reply form).
Different levels
The criteria are divided into three different levels; basic requirements, advanced requirements, and specialist (leading-edge) requirements. The intention is to give procuring authority/entity the possibility to select level according to ambition and condition. It is important to be aware what consequences the choice of level has with regards to market availability as well as time consumption and need of special competence when assessing and verifying fulfilment of requirements.
basic requirements
The basic requirements are simple requirements for those who wish to make an environmentally adapted procurement within this area. There is good availability on the market and it is easy to verify.
advanced requirements
The advanced requirements include requirements that go a little further than the basic requirements with regards to environmental performance, and demand more from the procuring authority/entity with regards to review of verifications and follow-up. The advanced requirements should only be used after thorough need analysis.
specialist requirements
The leading-edge requirements are for the procuring authorities/departments who wish to procure the best environmental alternative that the market has to offer. The leading-edge requirements demand increased verification of compliance (and thus increased competence and resources if no third-party verification alternative is available). The availability of products in the market is less than for the other requirement levels.
Overview of requirement levels
	Level
	Criteria

	Basic
	B.1, B.2, B.3, B.5, B.6

	Advanced
	B.4 

	Spearhead
	C.1, C.2


Associated documents
The following associated documents can be obtained from www.msr.se/kriterier/mobler:
· Background document
· Motive document
· Reply form
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A.    Mandatory supplier requirements
These criteria do not contain any mandatory requirements for the supplier.
B.    Mandatory requirements on Furniture
The tender must state that the tenderer meets all requirements in part B for the tender to be accepted.
B.1.    Flame retardants

Basic requirements
Products on offer shall not contain halogenated flame retardants exceeding 0.1 w/w%. This requirement does not apply to ingoing electronics
.
Proposal for verification
Technical documentation from the manufacturer demonstrating that the requirement has been met.
B.2.    Adhesives
Basic requirements
Content of volatile organic compounds (VOC) in the glues or adhesives used in the products on offer shall not exceed 10 w/w%.
Proposal for verification
Technical documentation listing the glues and adhesives used in the products and relevant safety data sheets.
B.3.    Surface treatments on wood, plastic and/or metal components
Basic requirements
Products on offer shall not be treated with any surface treatments or finishing products that are, according to Council Directive 99/45/EC or Regulation (EC) 1272/2008, labelled with any of the following risk phrases or warning texts:
	Hazard classification
	Risk phrase used in Council Directive 99/45/EC
	Warning text used in Regulation (EC) 1272/2008

	Carcinogenic
	R40, R45, R49
	H351, H350, H350i

	Toxic for reproduction
	R60, R61, R62, R63
	H360F, H360FD, H360D, H361f, H361fd, H361d, H361df

	Mutagenic
	R46, R68
	H340, H341

	Toxic
	R23, R24, R25, R26, R27, R28
	H331, H311, H301, H330, H310, H300

	Allergenic
	R42
	H334

	Dangerous to the environment
	R50, R51, R52, R53 or combinations of these
	 H400, H410, H411, H412, H413

	
	If the use of surface treatments or finishing products is required for technical reasons, products labelled as dangerous to the environment (as per above) may be acceptable anyway if the content of environmentally hazardous substance < 14 g/ per m2 of surface.

	Toxic to body organs
	R48
	H372, H373

	Offered products treated with products containing volatile organic compounds (VOC) can be accepted if the amount of organic solvent applied < 35 g/ per m2 of surface


Products on offer shall not be treated with surface treatments or finishing products containing:
· phthalates meeting the classification criteria for the following risk phrases or warning texts, or combinations thereof: R60, R61, R62 or H360F, H360FD, H360D, H361f, H361fd (permissible contamination limit <0.1 %)
· aziridine (permissible contamination limit <0.1 %)
· hexavalent chromium (VI) (permissible contamination limit <0.40 %)
Proposal for verification
Technical documentation listing the products used for surface treatments and relevant safety data sheets.
B.4.    Textiles and leather
Basic requirements
Textiles and leather that comprise more than 1 weight/weight percent in offered products shall not contain the following substances in excess of the specified maximum content:
· colouring agents classed as carcinogenic and listed in Appendix 1 of these criteria (maximum content 20 mg/kg)
· azo dyes that can give rise to carcinogenic arylamines and which are listed in Appendix 2 to these criteria (maximum content 20 mg/kg per arylamine)
· formaldehyde in excess of 300 ppm
Proposal for verification
Documentation verifying that the requirement has been met, e.g. demonstrating that the criteria have been met for Oeko-Tex 100, EU Ecolabel (EU Flower) for textiles, Nordic Ecolabelling criteria for textiles, furs and leather, Nordic Ecolabelling criteria for furniture and furnishings, Bra Miljöval ("Good Environmental Choice") for textiles, or similar.
Advanced requirements (replaces basic requirements)
Textiles or leather in offered products comprising more than 1 weight/weight percent shall meet the criteria for one or more of the following ecolabels
.
· EU Ecolabel: Commission Decision of 9 July 2009 establishing ecological criteria for the award of Community Ecolabel for textile products.
· Nordic Ecolabelling: Nordic Ecolabelling of textiles, skins and leather, version 3.4 (chapters 1.2-1.4). Criteria available at www.svanen.nu
· Nordic Ecolabelling: Nordic Ecolabelling of furniture and fitments, version 3.6 (chapter 2.7). Criteria available at www.svanen.nu
· Bra Miljöval Textiles (applicable version at the time of tender): Level A, B or C. Criteria available at http://www2.snf.se/bmv/
· Global Organic Textile Standard (GOTS) (version applicable at the time of tender). Criteria available at www.global-standard.org
Proposal for verification
One or more of the above certificates/labels, other equivalent eco-label or other documentation verifying that the requirement has been met.
B.5.    Recycling
Basic requirements
Plastic components over 50 g shall carry a permanent label indicating the type of plastic, in accordance with ISO 11469 or another equivalent standard (e.g. ISO 1043, DIN 11469 or American SPI).
Exception: plastic components which the supplier can demonstrate are technically impossible to mark, i.e. due to lack of space for labelling or to production method (e.g. extruded components).
Proposal for verification
Technical documentation demonstrating that the product is labelled in accordance with the requirement. When the weight of the plastic component exceeds 50 g but is technically impossible to label, a certification indicating type of plastic will be required.
B.6.    Availability of replacement parts
Basic requirements
Replacement parts shall be available for at least a five (5) year period.
Proposal for verification
Certification from the supplier that the replacement parts are available in accordance with the requirement.
C.    Award criteria
C.1.    Environmentally adapted products
Specialist requirements
Does the offered product (or portion of offered products) meet the criteria for one or more of the following ecolabels?
· EU Ecolabel (EU Flower), Commission Decision No. 2009/894/EC of 30 November 2009 on establishing the ecological criteria for the award of the Community eco-label for wooden furniture (only applies to furniture made of wood)
· for the relevant product's material composition in the Nordic Ecolabelling criteria for furniture and fitments, version 3.6 or later, see Appendix 3.
· or another ecolabel with equivalent criteria.
Proposal for verification
Licence for EU Ecolabel, Nordic Ecolabel or other documentation demonstrating that the product meets the criteria for one or more of the above ecolabels or another equivalent ecolabel.
C.2.    The product's carbon footprint
Specialist requirements
Can the supplier report the carbon footprint of the offered product (or a portion of the offered products) from a lifecycle perspective?
Proposal for verification
Environmental Product Declaration, Climate Declaration or equivalent including results from the lifecycle analysis conducted in accordance with ISO 14040-44 or ISO14025 and information about the product's carbon footprint.
Future criteria
Example of requirements discussed in the expert group but not included in this document. These will be evaluated and discussed in conjunction with the next revision of the criteria.
· requirements on raw wood materials in accordance with the Swedish Environmental Management Council's coming guidelines for forestry
· social and ethical requirements
· requirements concerning content of recycled materials
· requirements on the product's energy value, so as to favour products that are resource-efficient from a lifecycle perspective
· requirements on energy consumption in standby mode for vertically adjustable desks, etc.
Version history
Version 1.0 2003
Original version.
Version 2.0 2007-09-13
Revisions to original version
Addition of appendices for technical quality and ergonomy
Version 2.3 2009-02-16
Clarification of section on proposal for verification.
Version 3.0 2010-07-16
Extensive revision. Among other things, the appendices concerning technical quality and ergonomy have been removed.
Appendix 1 Colouring agents classed as carcinogenic

	Name
	CAS no

	C.I. Basic Red 9
	569-61-9

	C.I. Disperse Blue 1
	2475-45-8

	C.I. Acid Red 26
	3761-53-3

	C.I. Basic Violet 14
	632-99-5

	C.I. Disperse Orange 11
	82-28-0

	C. I. Direct Black 38
	1937-37-7

	C. I. Direct Blue 6
	2602-46-2

	C. I. Direct Red 28
	573-58-0

	C. I. Disperse Yellow 3
	2832-40-8


Appendix 2 Azo dyes that may give rise to carcinogenic arylamines

	Name
	CAS no

	4-aminodiphenyl
	92-67-1

	Benzidine
	92-87-5

	4-chloro-o-toluidine
	95-69-2

	2-naphthylamine
	91-59-8

	o-amino-azotoluene
	97-56-3

	2-amino-4-nitrotoluene
	99-55-8

	p-chloroaniline
	106-47-8

	2,4-diaminoanisol
	615-05-4

	4,4'-diaminodiphenylmethane
	101-77-9

	3,3'-dichlorobenzidine
	91-94-1

	3,3'-dimethoxybenzidine
	119-90-4

	3,3'-dimethylbenzidine
	119-93-7

	3,3'-dimethyl-4,4'-diaminodiphenylmethane
	838-88-0

	p-cresidine
	120-71-8

	4,4'-methylene-bis-(2-chloraniline)
	101-14-4

	4,4'-oxydianiline
	101-80-4

	4,4'-thiodianiline
	139-65-1

	o-toluidine
	95-53-4

	2,4-diaminotoluene
	95-80-7

	2,4,5-trimethylaniline
	137-17-7

	4-aminoazobenzene
	60-09-3

	o-anisidine
	90-04-0


Appendix 3 Excerpt from Nordic Ecolabelling for furniture and fitments, version 3.6
	Material
	Level
	Requirements
	Form
	Amounts
	Relevance

	Wood
	Mandatory requirements
	K1, K2
	2
	
	Yes □ No □

	
	More than 10w/w%
	K3
	2
	
	Yes □ No □

	Wood-based panels
	Mandatory requirements (more than 5w/w%)
	K4, K5
	
	
	Yes □ No □

	
	More than 10w/w%
	K7 – K12
	2, 3 and 4
	
	Yes □ No □

	Surface treatment for wood
	More than 5w/w%
	K13 – K18
	5
	
	Yes □ No □

	Metal
	Mandatory requirements
	K19
	6
	
	Yes □ No □

	
	More than 50w/w%
	K20, K21
	6
	
	Yes □ No □

	Surface treatment of metals
	More than 5w/w%
	K22 – K25
	5, 6
	
	Yes □ No □

	Plastic
	Mandatory requirements
	K26 – K29
	7
	
	Yes □ No □

	
	More than 10w/w%
	K30
	7
	
	Yes □ No □

	Padding materials
	Mandatory requirements
	K31 – K37
	8
	
	Yes □ No □

	
	Natural fibres
	K38
	
	
	Yes □ No □

	
	Synthetic latex and natural latex
	K39 – K41
	
	
	Yes □ No □

	
	Polyurethane
	K42 – K44
	9
	
	Yes □ No □

	Fabrics
	More than 1w/w%
	K45 – K55
	10
	
	Yes □ No □

	
	Properties of use, seat and armrests
	K6 – K62
	
	
	Yes □ No □

	Glass
	Mandatory requirements
	K63
	
	
	Yes □ No □

	
	Mirror glass
	K64
	11
	
	Yes □ No □

	Adhesives
	Mandatory requirements
	K65, K66
	12
	
	Yes □ No □

	
	More than 50g
	K67 – K69
	12
	
	Yes □ No □

	Other requirements
	Mandatory requirements
	K70 – K77
	13
	
	Yes □ No □


Overview of material and chapter references. Table 1 from Nordic Ecolabelling for furniture and fitments, version 3.6. 
� Note that fire safety requirements may be placed on furniture in certain applications and certain types of products. As such, it may be unsuitable to set requirements on flame retardants. See the background document for more information.


� For electronics, the legal requirements set forth in the "RoHS Directive" (Council Directive 2002/95/EC), which has been introduced into the Swedish ordinances SFS 2005:209 and SFS 2005:217, shall apply.


� Note that is not permissible to set requirements on the ecolabel itself. Requirements may only be set according to the specified criteria/chapter in the relevant ecolabel. Other types of verification than these labels demonstrating that the requirement has been met must also be accepted.


� Sources: Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 2008 on classification, labelling and packaging of substances and mixtures, and the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC)


� Sources: Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 2008 on classification, labelling and packaging of substances and mixtures
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